


Let me tell you something, the chick who was whipped fourth was what it all about, although her fake pink-colored hair was quite atrocious to look at. Look at
her body! She had a nice rack and luscious curves as well as a nice fat ass! Compare this to Pedro’s current models who are all pornstars and therefore one step
above anorexic. (or in the case of Ariel, already there).

And the ending, well I won’t spoil it, but the acting is SO realistic. Especially as the final two girls reminisce about what could have been and then make their
final preparations. That scene is the one that really breaks your heart, its literally, Passion of The Christ-level! After the movie ends and before the BTS, we get
to see a brief scene about the captors making their plans. Frankly, considering the intensity of the final scene, it filled me with disgust. Great acting!

Psychological intensity and manipulation were the major theme in this film. Not only were the models physically brutalized, but their captors also played mind
games with them at various points. From selecting who would be freed each day, they knew that person would also be tortured first, creating guilt and minor
reluctance in both parties. Also, a few of the captives were kept naked and/or partially disrobed during the shooting, not only exposing them to humiliation in
front of the others, but also to the freezing cold. After every single whipping, the movie reverts back to the cellar and we get the privilege of observing the
remaining captive’s despair as they knew that with each victim gone, they were that much closer to death. This is possibly the movies greatest strength, as it
compelled the viewer to watch the entire movie scene-by-scene and not just skip ahead to the next whipping. The viewers know that they get two rewards each
time, the victim’s tears during the whipping scenes and the terror afterwards.

I will be clear; none of the five punishment scenes in this film were of particular excellence. Instead, it was the punishments, combined with the movie’s
excellent ”fear factor,“ acting and ambience/scenery that together made this a powerful, entertaining and compelling film to watch. Indeed, this film was so
well made that I felt obligated to watch it from beginning to end, as if I was in an actual movie theater.

The good news about this film was that the punishments were long and harsh with each model taking about 50 - 60 strokes between the cane and the whip. Each
girl (except for the one in the first scene), was left a blubbering mess by the time her punishment was over. Make no mistake however; none of the punishments
present in this film were quite as severe as those of other Mood series such as Milgram or Martial Law. Their welts and bruises simply don’t compare to the latter
two series.

The film was not perfect however; as some minor issues were present. First, we have no real idea about why the captors are going this, and throughout the film
we never get a clue as to their motive. “Why, why bother going to all this length, kidnapping and drugging all of these people, and then never even give us a
clue as to why you did it???” It’s obvious, they enjoyed it! Not only by causing physical pain but keeping those people freezing and in the shadow of the valley of
death for almost a week. But still, there should have been a prequel scene explaining their motivations. Second, again, the first whipping was ruined by that
model’s silent reactions and third the watermark was too noticeable and prevents the viewer from fully immersing themselves into the film. And finally, the
previously mentioned final three whippings being too similar.

Final Grade: B+




